
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Geography at Butterknowle Primary School 

 
EYFS 
 

Topic Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge/Skills 

Year A 
(2020-2021) 
 
 

Autumn 
All About Me/Autumn  
Fire and Ice 
Spring 
Dark Skies 
Dinosaurs Galore 
Summer  
Castles, Knights and 
Princesses/Growing 
Superheroes 
 
 

Left, right, straight, bottom, top, 
outside, in, down, inside, under, 
behind, below, farm, garage, train, 
shop, car, road 
Behind the wall, next to, in front of, 
end, above, below the sign, under the 
table, on, near, far, close to, 
underneath, step forwards, step 
backwards, far away from, big, small, 
tall. 

To comment and ask questions about 
aspects of their familiar world, such as the 
place where they live or the natural world.  
 
To look closely at similarities, differences, 
patterns and change. 
 
ELG : They talk about the features of their 
own immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
Exceeding criteria: Children know that the 
environment and living things are 
influenced by human activity. 
They can describe some actions which 
people in their own community do that help 
maintain the area they live in.  
 

Year B 
(2021-2022) 

Autumn 
All About Me/Light and Dark 
Houses and Homes/Winter 
Spring 
On the Move 
Food and Cooking/ Spring into 
Spring 
Summer 
Animals Around the World, 
The Seaside 

KS1    

Year A 
(2020-2021) 

Autumn- What can I find?  
Me and my corner of the world. 
Local area  
Spring- Why is my world 
wonderful? 

Map, atlas, globe Locate, describe, 
features, observe, look, watch, 
measure, record, draw, write, sketch, 
plan, graph, chart, tally 
 

Focus: fieldwork and observational skills. 
Basic maps, use and labelling of 
photographs, geographical language 
 
Focus: continent, oceans, mountains, 
rivers, direction from UK 



 

Simple world maps and 
features, equator, poles 
Summer- What is my country 
like? 
UK countries, capitals and 
seas and landmarks. 
 

Season, seasonal, spring, summer, 
autumn, winter, warm, cool, wind, rain, 
sun, fog, snow, warmer, colder, 
sunnier, rainier, snowier, predict, 
Equator 
 
Hot, cold, hotter, colder, Equator, 
North Pole, South Pole, weather 
patterns, global warming Physical: 
beach, cliff, coast, ocean, valley, 
vegetation, equator, tropics, climate, 
continent Human: town, village, 
factory, port, harbour, transport, route, 
north, south, east, west 
 

Use GIS, simple world maps, atlases 
 
 
Focus: locations, map skills, basic atlas 
introduction 
 

Year B 
(2021-2022) 

Autumn- What is my place 
like? 
My geography 
Home and school – location 
and description 
Spring- What can we discover 
around the UK?  
NESW. UK mountains, islands, 
lakes, rivers, forests 
Summer- Holidays – where 
shall we go? 
Place comparisons- 
geographical features 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus: fieldwork and observational skills. 
Basic maps 
 
 
Focus: locations, map skills, basic atlas 
skills 
 
Focus: contrast area of UK and areas of 
non-European country eg town or village on 
UK coast and Kenyan village (Safari). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS2    

Year A 
(2020-2021) 

Autumn- UK Discovery – is 
the UK the same everywhere? 
G 
Field work link – Coastal 
processes, environmental 
quality and management. 
 
Spring- We’ve got it all! Why is 
the North East Special? G 
Regional Focus with lead on 
rivers and coasts. 
 

latitude,  
longitude, 
 Equator, 
 Northern Hemisphere, 
 Southern Hemisphere, 
 the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
 Arctic and Antarctic Circle,  
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 
hills, 
 mountains, 
 coasts and rivers 

Focus: Physical geography – hills, coasts, 
rivers, briefly: farms, industry, population 
(Builds on EY Geography -Prepares for 
Why NE Special/Why do we have cities) 
 
 
Focus: Fieldwork – water cycle, rivers- 
landforms, processes, impact and 
management. 
(Builds on fieldwork units, map skills and 
UK physical discovery 
 



 

 
Summer- Why does Italy 
Shake and Roar? G 
Bay of Naples (Campania) 
 

 
 
human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country, and a region in 
North or South America 
 
physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 

human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 
6-figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge 

Focus: region in Europe, physical and 
human characteristics, tectonics. 
Compare to characteristics of North East 
England. GIS exploration/Digimaps. 
(Builds on map and atlas skills, human and 
physical discovery and NE England. 
Prepares for wider European study) 

Year B 
(2021-2022) 

Autumn- What Shapes my 
World? G 
Processes and key features 
shaping landforms / places 
and human experiences. 
Spring- Why do we have 
Cities? G 
UK towns, cities and counties 
 
Summer- Where has my food 
come from? G 
Origins of key foods in the UK, 
With UK map and areas 
introduced/revisited, and 
further afield 
 

Focus on processes of weather, water, 
tectonics, biomes and climate zones. 
(Builds on rivers and coastal fieldwork, why 
does Italy shake and roar. Prepares for 
fantastic journeys and fantastic forests / 
Biomes) 
 
Focus: countries, land use, settlement, 
contrasting cities. 
Fieldwork Link – local city or urban area, 
change over time or land use/function. 
(Builds on human Discovery of UK and 
prepares for fieldwork development and 
map skills) 
 
Focus: Trade links, natural resources, 
fieldwork, thematic maps, industry, farming, 
employment. Possible link to local 
fieldwork/survey/questionnaire and impact 
evaluation.  
(Builds on UK discovery unit and prepares 
for fieldwork skills development) 
 

Year C 
(2022-2023) 

Autumn- What can we 
discover about Europe? G 
Places, features and people. 
Spring- Is Europe the same 
Everywhere? G 
Climate, landscapes, 
vegetation of the areas of 
Europe. 
Physical maps/charts of 
Europe. Compass 
directions/scale/graphs. 

Focus: land use, key human features 
(cities, population, trade/resources) and 
locations. 
Map/atlas grid references/scale and 
direction. Use of geographical 
features/graphs. 
GIS exploration. 
(Builds on map and atlas skills and human 
discovery. Prepares for Europe Discovery 
human and physical) 
 



 

GIS exploration/Digimaps. 
(Build on European 
Discovery/Why does Italy 
shake and Roar and map 
skills. Prepares for wider world 
discovery) 
Summer- Where could we go? 
Fantastic Journeys G 
 

of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

use fieldwork to observe, measure 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 

 

 
Focus: Key countries and features of the 
world. Regions, tropics, hemispheres, 
tropics. 
(Builds on map and atlas skills/GIS 
exploration and what shapes my world. 
Prepares for Fantastic Forests and 
fieldwork development. 

Year D 
(2023-2024) 
 

Autumn- Life in Greece – How 
is it similar/different to my 
country? G 
 
Spring- Fantastic Forests – 
Why are they so important? G 
Vegetation, biomes, forest 
types. 
Summer - Destination Sao 
Paulo! What do places have in 
common? G 
Comparing a region in South 
Amercia with a region in the 
UK. 
 

Focus: Region in Europe, physical and 
human characteristics, tectonic action and 
effects (case studies of earthquake, Athens 
1997) 
(Builds on Why does Italy shake and roar/Is 
Europe the same everywhere. Prepares for 
wider world Discovery) 
Focus: world maps of different types, 
biomes and different types of forests, 
rainforests with case study of South 
America. 
Local fieldwork opportunity in local 
woodlands, data collection and presentation 
tasks. 
(Builds on Fantastic Journeys and What 
Shapes my World. Prepares for fieldwork 
progression and GIS exploration). 
Focus: Human and Physical Features, 
village/cities/lifestyle. Comparative writing 
focus. 
(Builds on Fantastic units, UK Discovery 
units, map and atlas skills and GIS. 
Prepares students to be Secondary ready!)  
 
 

 


