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 History at Butterknowle Primary School 

 
EYFS Topic Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge/Skills 

Year A 
(2020-
2021) 

 
Autumn 
All About Me/Autumn  
Fire and Ice 
 
Spring 
Dark Skies 
Dinosaurs Galore 
 
Summer  
Castles, Knights and 
Princesses/Growing 
Superheroes 
 

 
Past  
Present  
Future 
Old 
New 
Family 
 Similarities  
Today,  
now, 
 then, 
 next 
 baby 
 young 
 old 
 new 
Differences 
Tomorrow 
 Yesterday 
 Then 
 A long time ago 
 Change 
 Grow 
 same / different 
 Names of animals and their 
babies 
 

 

• Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar 
to them.  

• Remembers and talks about significant events in 
their own experience. 

• Recognises and describes special times and events 
for family or friends. 

• Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 
ELG: Talk about the past and present events in their 
own lives and in the lives of family members 
 

Exceeding Criteria: Children know the difference 
between the past and present events in their own 
lives and some reasons why people’s lives were 
different in the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year B 
(2021-
2022) 

 
Autumn 
All About Me/Light and Dark 
Houses and Homes/Winter 
 
Spring 
On the Move 
Food and Cooking/ Spring 
into Spring 
 
Summer 
Animals Around the World 
The Seaside 
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KS1    

Year A 
(2020-
2021) 

  
Autumn: I’m making history! 
 
Spring: History detectives – 
spot the difference! 
buildings.  
 
Summer: Who has helped 
make history?  
 

 
Guy Fawkes, Gunpowder Plot, 
gunpowder, Catholic, King 
James I, Robert Catesby. 
London, Houses of Parliament, 
plotters, Robert Catesby, Guy 
Fawkes, Thomas Percy, Order, 
event, sequence, failure, 
firework, bonfire. John Johnson, 
confession. Treason, bonfire 
night, fireworks, sparklers 
Toys, favourite, today, modern, 
new, present, now, 21st century, 
century, describe, question, 
source, evidence. Research, 
past, then, before, after, old, 
older, 20th century. Compare, 
similarities, differences, same, 
different, oldest, newer, newest, 
Victorian, Important, changes, 
impact. 
Neil Armstrong, Mission, NASA, 
Rocket, Moon, Apollo 11, Buzz 
Aldrin, Michael Collins, Landing, 
Commander, America, Lunar, 
eagle, crew, Space Race, Earth 
Chronology, Individual, 
Significant, artefacts National, 
International Source (primary 
source) Similarities, difference 

 
NC ref: changes within living memory 
Focus: chronology (sequence), knowledge of very recent 
past, use of common words, Asking and answering simple 
questions. 
Suggestion: My timeline, family history, artefacts, 
investigating a feature or event e.g. Christmas now and in 
the past. 
 
NC ref: changes within and beyond living memory, objects, 
features events.  
Focus: Use the primary sources, comparing to find similarity 
and difference, chronology, beginning to explain change 
and continuity.  
Suggestion: local history enquiry focused on village centre, 
object-based enquiries such as toys, kitchens, telephones, 
transport buildings.  
 
NC ref: Significant individuals in the past in their locality, 
local significant individuals. 
Focus; use of historical interpretations, chronology over a 
longer period, thinking about historical significance. 
Suggestions; Grace Darling, Timothy Hackworth, Noman 
Cornish. 
 

Year B 
(2021-
2022) 

  
Autumn: Why are some 
places special? 
 
Spring:  Fantastic firsts 
 
Summer: All change? 
Holidays now and then  
 

 
NC ref: Significant places in own locality 
Focus: Thinking about historical significance using primary 
sources. 
Suggestion: special places in the area. Visit and enquiry- 
local key buildings, church cathedral etc. 
NC ref; events beyond living memory that are significant 
globally or nationally. 
Focus: Chronology over longer timeframe, comparing 
events, writing about significance. 
Suggestions: inventions, special events- moon landing, 
electricity, first train etc 
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NC ref: Changes within living memory and beyond. 
Significant places in our own locality.  
Focus: identifying and writing about change and it’s causes. 
Forming an interpretation use of primary sources 
Suggestion: compare holidays now and the 1950s and 
Victorian. Use of historic environment e.g. Saltburn 
 
 

KS2    

Year A 
(2020-
2021) 

 
Autumn: The Ancient World: 
Who were Britain’s first 
builders?  
 
Spring: Raiders, Invaders 
and Conquerors: Why did the 
Romans march through 
County Durham?  
 
Summer: Aspect or theme 
since 1066/Local History: 
Has life got better for children 
in Britain?  

 
Iron, stone, bronze, cave 
paintings, hill forts, metal tools, 
tribal culture, celtic culture, 
coins, farming, pottery, Roman 
Invasion 
Colosseum, amphitheatre, 
aqueduct, bath house, mosaic, 
temple, villa, chariot, toga, 
emperor, numerals, slave, 
soldier, chariot, gladiator, 
centurion 
Respect, slum, cane, dormitory, 
dunce’s cap, Industrial 
Revolution, landlord, pauper, 
pinafore, privy, Queen Victoria, 
refractory cell, workhouse, living 
conditions 

 
NC ref:  Changes in Britain Stone Age to Iron Age 
Focus:  building and technology in earliest settlements, key 
features of an era, chronology (sequence and duration) 
change over time, using artefacts as primary sources, 
awareness of representations. 
 
NC ref: A Local history study  
Focus: Key features of Roman Britain, buildings etc army 
and British campaign, chronology, causation and 
consequence, using information texts and representations 
of the past (reconstructions, artist’s views, built 
NB timeline links showing contemporaneous development 
of Greeks/ Egyptians and Romans 
 
NC ref: Aspect or theme since 1066 (Changing life for 
children). 
Focus: Chronological security – sequence and duration, 
key periods and their features, causation and 
consequences, use of primary sources to evaluate utility, 
producing own representations of the past. 
 
 

Year B 
(2021-
2022) 

 
Autumn: Why did the 
Ancient Egyptians build 
pyramids?  

 
Egyptians, canopic jars, 
pharaohs, pyramid, tomb, 
mummy, scarab beetle, mattock, 

 
NC ref:  Achievements of earliest civilisations - Ancient 
Egypt 
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Spring: Who invaded 
Britain?  
 
Summer: What’s in a name?  

sickle, desert, flatbread, Nile, 
plough, Sphinx 
 
Anglo-Saxon, Bayeux Tapestry, 
bronze helmet, coins, cremation 
pot, East Anglia, jewellery, Kent, 
lyre, Mercia, Offa’s Dyke, runes, 
St Bede, Sutton Hoo, thatched 
wooden house 
 
War Memorial, Remembrance 
Day, soldiers, civilians, 
survivors, convalescence, ration 
booklet, Franco-Prussian War, 
alliance, conflict, rebellion, 
Germany, France, Russia 
 
 

Focus: key features of early civilisation, chronology 
(sequence, duration and contemporaneous development) 
causation, use of primary sources (supported inferences) 
NC ref: Britain’s settlement by the Anglo Saxons and Scots 
Focus: Overview of the migration of people to the UK, 
invasion and settlement by Romans in brief as an overview, 
key features of Anglo Saxon Britain (s/c/r/e), Scots’ 
invasions, chronology (sequence and duration), 
consequences and significance. Use of information texts 
and historian’s interpretations 
NC Ref: Local History unit – WW1 war memorials 
Focus: Chronological security, key features of an ear, use 
of primary sources, similarity and difference of experience at 
a point in the past. 
(a time of another potential invasion of the UK) 
 
 

Year C 
(2022-
2023) 

 
Autumn: How did life change 
in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age:  
 
Spring: Were the Vikings 
really vicious? 
 
Summer: School designed 
unit – historic environment 
enquiry:  
 
 

 
Spear, long-boat, coins, axe, 
sword, slave, king, Thor, Odin, 
Freyja, shield, thatched house 
 
 
 
 
Mining, coal, lead, trains, 
canals, pit pony Davy Lamp, 
colliery, bell pit, beehive, 
population, bridges, Stockton, 
Darlington, Stephenson’s 
Rocket, Locomotion 
 
 

 
NC Ref: The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for England 
to 1066 
Focus: Chronology and key features, making a supported 
judgement, use of primary sources to test an interpretation 
 
NC Ref: Local History unit – mining, impact on locality – 
focus on County Durham locality. 
Focus: Chronological security, key features of an era, use of 
primary sources, similarity and difference of experience at a 
point in the past 
Possible focus – mining, Durham city centre, local castle, 
railways, steel, ship building 
 

Year D 
(2023-
2024) 
 

 
Autumn: How have the 
Greeks shaped my world? 
 

 
Olympics, vase, soldier, 
Alexander the Great, Homer, 

 
NC Ref: Ancient Greece; achievements and influence 
Focus: Chronology (sequence and duration), key features 
and individuals of ancient civilisation, consequences, 
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Spring: Mayan NC ref: non - 
European society:  
 
Summer: Can we choose 
Britain’s best monarch? 
 

The Parthenon, coins, fibula, 
Pythagoras, helmet 
 
 
 
 
Mayan, hieroglyph, priest, king, 
chilli pepper, squash, maize, 
warrior, civilisation, calendar, 
avocado, steine,  
 
 
King Henry, monarch, ruler, 
Queen Elizabeth, King Edward, 
Tudors, Elizabethans, Queen 
Victoria 
 
 

significance (legacy) use of primary sources, use of written 
interpretations 
Focus: Chronology – developing terminology of periods, 
contemporaneous developments, key features of a 
contrasting society and its development, similarity and 
difference to Britain in c.1000, conflict and invasions, use of 
primary sources, identification of key points in historical 
interpretations 
NC ref: Aspect or theme since 1066. 
Focus: Chronological security – sequence and duration, key 
periods and their features, causation and consequences, 
use of primary sources to evaluate utility, producing own 
representations of the past 
 

 


