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Whole School Attendance this week is  97 % 
This week’s attendance figures are: 

 
Blackbirds – (Class EYFS) 100 % 

Owls – (Class 1) 99 % 
Robins – (Class 2) 92 % 

 
Pygmy goats visit school 

We had some very special guests in 
school on Thursday. Jack brought in 
his pygmy goats (with a little help 
from his grandmother, Barbara).  
Barbara explained that these goats 
were very tame and enjoyed the 
company of people.  They even like to 
sit on her knee for a cuddle!  Barbara, 
Jack and his big sister Ebony take the 
goats to shows around the country.  
They brought in their winning 
rosettes and told us how they take 
care of them.  Both goats behaved 
beautifully and certainly proved 
popular with the children and staff.  
Many thanks to Jack and Barbara for 

bringing in their goats and giving us an opportunity to learn 
more about them.   
 
Longsword Dancers 
Congratulations to our Longsword Dancing Team who took 
part in the Day of Dance on Saturday.  Esme, Ethan, Ioan, Alfie, 
Taran and Ben performed their dance with great style and 
confidence. They did a brilliant job and were an absolute credit 
to themselves and school.   

Mrs Thompson (and her 
daughters) and Ms Fenoughty 
accompanied them during the 
day.  Mrs Thompson and Ms 
Fenoughty even took part in 
the final move – chopping off 
the head of the willing victim! 
Thankfully the swords were 
made of wood!  Many thanks 
to the team of instructors and 
musicians who have been 
teaching the dance moves to 
pupils at school.  Thanks also 

to Teesdale Action Partnership (TAP) for a small grant to 
enable the school to take part in this project.   
 
Bishop of Durham visits Stay and Play 
On Friday our 
Stay and Play 
Group had a 
very special 
visitor.  Bishop 
Paul, the Bishop 
of Durham 
dropped into 
school to meet 
with parents, 
staff and 
children.  Our 
visit was part of 
a programme of 
visits planned 
by Rev Brian as 
part of the Bishop’s Prayer Walk.  The Bishop was 
accompanied by a number of parishioners as well as Rev Brian.  
They stopped for half an hour and chatted with parents, staff 
and children. 
 

A prayer for the journey 
Wherever you are today 

Whatever you need to do 
However you are feeling 

 
Our prayer is that GOD will bless you 

Guide and keep you 
From all harm 

This day and every day. 
Amen. 
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Wednesday 13 June.  We’re off to the seaside! 
This year our whole school 
trip is a day trip to the seaside 
at Saltburn on Wednesday 13 
June.  Pre-school children are 

welcome to join us on this trip (even if it is not their normal 
day for attendance).  Letters have gone home via your child’s 
book bag and the item is available on Parentpay.  
 
Good luck to our Year 6 
Next week Year 6 pupils will be sitting their SATs (Standard 
Assessment Tests).  We wish them the best of luck.   Tests will 
take place each morning from Monday to Thursday.  Please be 
aware that staff will be busy setting up classrooms and 
involved in the administration of test papers, especially at the 
start of the day.    
 
Outdoor classroom  

This term our pupils are enjoying a different place to learn.  
Our outdoor classroom is getting used in a variety of ways.  So 
far it’s been used as a place to go and read quietly during break 
and lunch times as well as a base for outdoor maths 
experiments.   
 
Royal Wedding Plans 

To celebrate the wedding of Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle we are holding a 
‘Royal Wedding Day’ on Friday 18 May 
2018.  There will be no swimming lesson 

on this day. It will be a non-uniform day with pupils 
encouraged to dress up in red, white and blue, or as a royal 
character, (from the present or past).   
 
Afternoon Tea on Friday 18 May at 2pm onwards 
We are hosting a ‘Royal Tea Party’ from 2pm onwards and 
parents, carers, family and friends are warmly invited to 
attend.  As always we would welcome any donations of cakes 
and biscuits for this event which can be brought into school on 
Thursday or Friday morning.  
 
Royal Wedding school dinner on Friday 18 May 
Next Friday our school dinner has a Royal Wedding Theme.  
Pupils will be invited to choose from a special buffet menu. 

Free school meals and pupil premium checks 
The school receives much needed additional funding for all 
pupils eligible for free school meals and/or pupil premium.  
Your child has received a form for checking eligibility.  We 
would ask that all forms are completed and returned to school 
as soon as possible. 

 
Community News 

 

Yoga Class.  These take place weekly at Woodland Village Hall on 
Wednesdays from 7pm and Witton-le-Wear Community Centre from 
7.00pm.  For more information, contact Mark on 01388 710658. 
 
Staindrop Academy Sports Programme.  Come along to this free 
after school programme of sports and meet other pupils from 
primary schools in the area.  Open to pupils in Years 4 – 6.  Each 
session runs from 4pm – 5pm at Staindrop School.  Next sessions: 

 Tuesday 15th May - tennis and track athletics 
 Monday 2 July -  field athletics and cricket 

For more information contact Staindrop School on 01833 660 285 or 
email reception@staindropschool.com   
 
Gymnastic Classes.  Teedale Leisure Centre have some spaces 
available for gymnastics lessons for 3 years to 16 years. For further 
information, please contact the centre on 0300026086 
 
Gymnastics Camp.  Wednesday 30 May at Teesdale Leisure Centre 
10am – 4pm.  Drop off from 9am onwards.    £30.00.  For further 
information contact 03000 260862 
 
Butterknowle Sea Scouts 
Providing adventure for children from 6 – 14 years.   
Friday night (term time only) held at Butterknowle Primary School 

 Beavers 6 – 7pm (ages 6 – 8yrs) 
 Cubs 7 – 8pm ( ages 8 – 10 ½ years) 
 Sea scouts 8pm – 9.30pm (ages 10 ½ - 14 years) 
 For more information contact James at 

butterknowlescouts@gmail.com 

 

Date for your diary 
Mon 14 May  KS2 SATS WEEK 
Fri 18 May Royal Wedding Day, 2pm afternoon tea 
Mon 21 May  KS1 SATS this week 
Thu 24 May Teesdale Football League matches 12.45pm 
Fri 25 May  Break up for half term 
Mon 4 Jun School starts 
Tue 5 Jun Table Tennis afterschool club starts 
Thu 7 Jun Teesdale Football League matches 12.45pm 

FOBS Sponsored Walk 6pm 
Mon 11 June Year 1 phonics screening this week 
Wed 13 Jun Whole School Trip to seaside 
Fri 15 Jun Father’s Day breakfast 
Mon 25 Jun Woodland Football Tournament – all day 
Wed 4 Jul School Sports Day 
Wed 11 Jul Celebration of pupils’ work evening 3 – 6pm 
Thu 19 Jul Leavers Assembly 
Thu 20 Jul Break up for summer holidays 
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